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Prior to pursuing law, John had a thriving career as a software engineer. He made 
significant contributions to the field, particularly in machine learning in healthcare, for 
which he holds a U.S. Patent. 

Wishing to transition from the impersonal realm of software creation to a more personal 
field, while preserving his passion for problem-solving, John made the decision to attend 
law school. He graduated summa cum laude from the University of Akron in Ohio.

Having personally navigated divorce as a parent, John intimately understands the 
emotional toll it can inflict. The experience fueled his passion for helping people through 
the process.

“I’m committed to assisting others in having a more positive and supportive experience 
during this difficult phase of life.” 

John’s personable nature makes him an excellent communicator. He excels in presenting 
complex issues in a clear, digestible manner, ensuring clients have a thorough 
understanding of their cases.

By virtue of his diverse technical background, John is adept in valuing and distributing 
intricate assets. Raised in an Air Force family and having completed AFROTC, he has 
significant familiarity with military family law matters. He is also versed in regulated 
industries, particularly aviation, healthcare, and software.

In his spare time, John teaches sailing at the Center for Wooden Boats and snowboarding 
at Alpental.

areas of practice
 • Divorce

 • Child Custody

 • Child Support

 • Relocation

 • Unmarried Couples

 • Military Family Law
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John Phillips
support attorney

“John is very knowledgeable and professional. He was available to answer any questions I had 

at any point in time. He avidly kept me informed on the status of my case. I recommend him to 

anyone needing legal help.”

– former client
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education
J.D., University of Akron, summa cum laude
• Associate law review editor
Graduate non-matriculated, Biomedical Informatics, University of Washington
B.S., Computer Science and Engineering, Ohio State University

memberships
Member, Washington State Bar Association

“Seeking out an attorney can be a nerve racking 

experience. You have to have representation with 

integrity, honesty, knowledge and have one’s best 

interest always in mind. I am so very thankful 

that I chose to work with McKinley Irvin and 

the wonderful staff they have in place. Highly 

recommended.”

– c.m., former client

about mckinley irvin
Founded in 1991, McKinley Irvin is the Pacific 
Northwest’s premier law firm focusing exclusively 
on the practice of family law. Attorneys at McKinley 
Irvin are acknowledged leaders in a range of 
traditional and cutting-edge areas of the practice, 
including divorce matters involving complex financial 
issues, collaborative law, contested child custody, 
international family law, military family law, and 
LGBT family law. 

Ranked Tier 1
in the Seattle
Metro in
the field of
Family Law


